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ment. We’re going to have to cut a lot of spend-
ing. We’re going to have to change a lot of
things we have taken for granted. But we will
still have to find a way to invest in our future.
Our competitors are investing in their futures.
There is a race to tomorrow, which is partly
cooperation, but make no mistake about it,
largely competition. And if we want all of these
young people to have the chance to go as far
as their efforts and their God-given abilities will
take them, we have to do both: We’ve got to
bring this deficit down and sharply invest in
things like these laboratories so we can grow
the economy for tomorrow.

The reductions in the defense budget, made
possible by the end of the cold war, have pre-
sented some great challenges to the laboratories,
to the defense plants, to the wonderful men
and women who have served our Nation in uni-
form. We owe all of them the opportunity to
convert to success in the commercial private
enterprise world of America. We have ear-
marked, this year alone, over $1.7 billion for
defense conversion, and I propose to invest
about $20 billion in it over the next 5 years.
It is a good beginning. It is a good beginning.

I ask you today, as I close, to consider the
alternative. If we refuse to bring our deficit
down and we still continue to squeeze these
areas critical to our investment future, the alter-
native will be a rising deficit, a declining rate
of investment, more unemployment and more
stagnant incomes, longer work weeks for less
funds, and continued insecurity for America’s
working families. We must change our priorities
no matter how difficult it is. That is the chal-

lenge of this day, and we must meet it. As
has already been said, President Kennedy stood
in this very spot just over 30 years ago and
saluted the great patriots of Los Alamos. He
said in part, and I quote, ‘‘We want to express
our thanks to you. It is not merely what was
done in the days of the Second War but what
has been done since then, not only in develop-
ing weapons of destruction which, by irony of
fate, helped maintain peace and freedom, but
also in medicine and in space, and all the other
related fields which can mean so much to man-
kind if we can maintain the peace and protect
our freedom.’’

Well today, maintaining the peace and pro-
tecting the freedom seem more secure than they
did when President Kennedy uttered those
words. And so, today I come here to thank
Los Alamos, not merely for what was done in
the cold war and what has been done since
but for what you can and will do to secure
a stronger, brighter future for all the American
people. If we do our job, then perhaps 30 years
from now another American President will be
able to come to this very site, and some of
you who are now children will be here with
your children. And you can say, again, thank
you, thank you to the labs, thank you to the
men and women who used their minds to ad-
vance the cause of learning. Thank you for the
contributions you have made to the progress
of the American dream. May it never stop.

God bless you, and thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. at Los
Alamos High School.

Remarks on Arrival in San Diego, California
May 17, 1993

Thank you so much. Let me begin by thank-
ing Lynn Schenk for that vigorous introduction
and Bob Filner for what he said. I can tell
you, if we had a whole Congress full of people
like Lynn Schenk and Bob Filner, we could
turn this country around a lot quicker. They
have done a wonderful job up there.

I’d also like to thank all the people who came
out to see me today and to see my first visit
in this county since the election. I want to thank

the Mayor of Coronado, the Mayor of San
Diego, the State officials who are here, the
Lieutenant Governor, the secretary of State, the
State comptroller. But mostly, I just want to
thank all of you. It is wonderful to be back
here again. And I’m happy.

What did you say?

[At this point, students from Patrick Henry High
School greeted the President.]
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You know, I spent a lot of time here during
the campaign. I watched people build ships. I
listened to people who had lost their jobs. I
listened to people who were starting new com-
panies. I listened to people who were prepared
to change but who did not understand why the
National Government would turn its back on
southern California, and on this State which car-
ries with it so much of the hopes and dreams
of all of America and so much of the economic
future of our entire country.

When I went to Washington, I was deter-
mined never to forget the faces that I saw and
the stories that I heard and the lessons that
I learned. I want you to know that in the last
31⁄2 months we have made a real beginning to-
ward turning this country around. And we are
going to stay until the job is done.

You heard Lynn talk about a little of it; you
heard Bob talk about a little of it. But let me
just repeat: for years and years and years we
just saw the Congress and the President fighting
against one another, decisions seemed not to
be made, the veto pen was used more often,
and people worked together. Seventeen days
after I took office, I signed the Family and
Medical Leave Act to guarantee that working
people could have some time off when there’s
a sick parent or a sick child, without losing their
job.

For the first time in 17 years, the Congress
passed a resolution on time to set the framework
of the budget that we’re now working on. And
what that means is that we cannot raise your
taxes unless we also cut spending, no tax in-
creases without spending cuts to bring the defi-
cit down.

And to all the young people in the audience,
we managed to win one for you, too, after years
and years of trying. Just a few days ago, the
United States Congress passed, and I am about
to sign, the motor voter bill, to open up the
voting rolls to millions of young people and
make it easier for people to register and vote.

But now we must focus on the hard part:
How can we do the things that we have to
do to turn this country around? How can we
open the economy up and give people who are
working hard and playing by the rules the
chance to have a good future? How can we
do these things? Here is what I think we have
to do. The first thing we have to do is to pass
a budget which does the right things with your
money. We have seen the debt of this country

go from $1 trillion to $4 trillion in 12 years.
And what did you get out of it? We saw a
decline in investment. We saw working people
work harder for lower wages. We saw taxes on
the middle class go up and taxes on the wealthy
go down. Everything was turned around in op-
posite directions from where we ought to be
going.

We are beginning to change that. This budget
contains over $250 billion of hard budget cuts.
This budget raises most of the money we raise
in taxes from people with incomes above
$100,000, over 74 percent of it. This budget
give a tax break to working families with in-
comes of under $30,000, to protect them from
the impact of the decisions we have to make.
And we have proposed to put all the taxes and
all the spending cuts into a legally separate trust
fund so the money cannot be spent to do any-
thing but bring the debt down. It is time we
stopped talking about this and started doing
something about it.

And you know, when you hear people say
‘‘no, no, no,’’ ask them where they were the
last 12 years. Most of the people who say that
we don’t have a good plan are the very people
that drove this country in the ditch in the first
place. They took that debt from $1 trillion to
$4 trillion. Where were they?

But let me tell you some things you may
not know about this bill. When I came here,
I said that we had not only to reduce the deficit,
we had to provide more incentives for people
to invest to create jobs. So this tax bill also
gives real incentives to get the real estate mar-
kets going here again. It gives small business
people a $25,000-a-year expensing provision, 21⁄2
times greater than the present law, so that there
will be incentives for small business people to
reinvest in their businesses, and put people to
work. It gives a big incentive to larger compa-
nies located here and throughout the United
States to increase in more plants and equipment,
to modernize and create jobs, because they can
write it off more rapidly. This bill is pro-invest-
ment, not consumption. This is a bill designed
to create jobs, not take them away. I hope we
can pass it in the United States Congress.

And let me say this again: This bill provides
for tax relief for the working poor, so that when
this bill passes, every American will be able to
say with some pride, we’re rewarding work and
not welfare in this country. Now if you work
40 hours a week and you’ve got a child in the
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house, you won’t be in poverty anymore. I think
that’s something that’s worth doing. It protects
families with incomes of under $30,000 from
the energy tax. And for families over $40,000
up to about $100,000, it minimizes the burdens
of about $10 to $15 a month. And I think it’s
worth that to get our country back and get this
deficit down and reclaim our financial future.
We’ve got to put our house in order, folks. And
if we don’t do it, we’re going to be paying
for it from now on.

But let me tell you what else we are trying
to do. It is not just enough to deal with the
budget. We have to do things that will create
jobs. This county knows, as well as any in Amer-
ica, that it was wrong to cut defense spending
as much as we did with no plan to reinvest
in a domestic economy. We have in this budget
over $1.7 billion this year and $20 billion in
the next 4 years to convert from a defense to
a domestic economy, to help it go—civilian jobs,
commercial jobs, to retrain people, to rebuild
communities, to get this country going again.
And we must do that.

I also recognize, and I’m sure many of you
do, that the financial health of this country will
never be assured until finally we join all the
other advanced countries with which we’re com-
peting and provide health care security with a
basic health care for all Americans at affordable
cost. And we are coming with a health care
plan to do just that. And I hope the American
people will support it.

Finally, let me say that California needs an
economic strategy that will be built from the
grassroots up but that will have a partner in
the White House. I have delegated to Secretary
of Commerce Ron Brown, the responsibility of
representing this administration in this State and
developing a coordinated economic policy for
the long-term health and welfare of the Califor-
nia economy. And we will not stop until we
have turned this State around and moved this
State forward.

We have made a beginning in this budget.
With all the budget cuts we’ve got, there is
more money in this budget for California and
the other States that are hit unfairly by the
burdens of large immigration problems and all
the costs that go into it. The Federal Govern-
ment’s going to pay more of our fair share in
California now and ask you to pay less. We’re
going to invest more in environmental cleanup,
in the kind of water problems that you have

here. We’re going to do our part, and we’re
going to do it right. And most importantly of
all, we’re going to continue to work on building
an economic base that will replace the prosper-
ity you enjoyed in times of high defense spend-
ing when the cold war was at its height. It
is wrong to let the people who won the cold
war lose the peace afterward. It is wrong to
turn our backs on the State that moved this
country so much in the 1980’s. It is wrong not
to have a strategy that will not work miracles
but that will make progress day in and day out,
month in and month out, year in and year out.
And I want you to know that we are going
to work our hearts out in Washington together
in order to move this State forward, and move
this country forward. And I want you to help
us do it. Will you do it?

Lynn Schenk said it better than I could, but
I want to reiterate it: The country went in one
direction for 12 years, and it was a popular
direction. The most popular thing in the world
to do, if you’re in public life, is to cut people’s
taxes and spend more money. But sooner or
later, your string runs out. Sooner or later, peo-
ple look around and they say, ‘‘How did we
have a $4 trillion debt? How can we be spend-
ing over $300 million a year over and above
what we’re taking in? How can we be working
harder for lower wages? Why are these other
countries able to invest and create jobs and
grow, and we don’t have the money?’’ The rea-
son is because we stopped thinking about the
future. We did what was popular in the short
run. We took the easy way and the shortcut,
and we are paying for it. But I’m telling you,
this country is still the strongest country in the
world economically, militarily, politically. The
fabric of our people, the strength of our fami-
lies, the will of individuals to succeed is as
strong as it has ever been. All we have to do
now is to have the courage to face these prob-
lems forthrightly. Let’s pass a budget that puts
our house in order. Let’s invest in the education
of our people and the new technologies of the
future. Let’s provide health care to our people.
Together we can do it. We need your help.
We need your support for people like Lynn
and Bob who care about the future and are
willing to make the tough decisions. Stay with
us and we can turn the country around and
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California around together.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. at the
North Island Naval Air Station.

Remarks at a Town Meeting in San Diego
May 17, 1993

Moderator. Mr. President, these are the peo-
ple of San Diego. We’ve got a lot of people
out there watching right now that want to hear
what you’re talking about, and we have a lot
of folks here in the studios who want to ask
you questions directly.

The President. May I say one word before
we start? First I want to thank all of you for
being here and to say I think this is probably
the second town meeting I’ve done like this
since I have been President, but I want to start
scheduling them on a more regular basis now.
I’d like just to take a couple of minutes by
way of opening statements.

Since I became your President, I have spent
most of my time working on two things, the
economy and the health care issue. We have
worked very hard to present a budget to the
Congress and the American people that would
do two things, that would decrease the Govern-
ment’s deficit, which is very large as all of you
know, and that would provide some targeted
money for increases in areas that are very much
needed here in southern California, in education
and training and new technology, primarily. We
also have developed a new policy on defense
conversion to try to help provide jobs in areas
hit by defense cutbacks, on making the most
of our technology in America, and trying to get
more jobs from technology. I presented a bill
to the Congress, as I pledged in the campaign,
to provide for a national service program to
open the doors of college education to all Amer-
icans. And we will soon present our health care
plan to control the cost of health care and pro-
vide basic health care to all Americans.

That has been the basic agenda. There are
lots of controversies in all these things, and I
know you’ll ask the questions, but I hope we’ll
get a chance to talk about what’s in the budget
and how I proposed a deficit trust fund so that
we can’t raise any taxes unless we also cut
spending. I think that’s very important. But I
want to answer your questions and spend most

of the time talking about what you want to talk
about. I just wanted you to know what I’ve
been doing for the last 4 months.

Middle Class Tax Cut
Q. First, President Clinton, let me thank you

for giving the opportunity for common folks like
us to ask the President of the United States
a question in person. It’s an honor and a privi-
lege, thank you.

President Clinton, I believe that you were
elected largely on the basis of your promise
of a middle class tax cut. But for the last 90
days or so, we’ve seen both you and the Con-
gress transforming that promised middle class
tax cut into an unprecedented round of more
taxes and new spending. Our county has been
in a deepening recession for the last 3 years.
There’s no end in sight, and a malaise is begin-
ning to set in our county, like the Carter era.
Please understand, Mr. President, San Diegans
just don’t have any more money to contribute
to the coffers of Government. My question is,
can you name one country that has ever taxed
and spent itself back into prosperity? Thank you.

The President. The answer to your question
is, I can’t. But you can’t fairly characterize my
program as that. I have cut more spending than
my predecessor did. My budget calls for $250
billion-plus in spending cuts net. The first thing
I did was cut the White House staff by 25
percent, even though I’ve already received more
mail in 31⁄2 months than came to the White
House in all of 1992. If any of you have written
me and I haven’t answered, that’s why. [Laugh-
ter] I cut the administrative expenses of the
Federal Government 14 percent across-the-
board. I froze Federal employee pay in the first
year and cut back their raises for 4 years. There
have been massive spending cuts in this budget.
So that’s just a big myth that there hasn’t been.
I also worked hard to pass a budget resolution
that would make it clear that we couldn’t raise
any taxes unless we cut spending.

Now, let me address the middle class tax cut
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